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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE CONSORT OF DENMARK

The 2010 Danish-Chinese Business Award
First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to Novo Nordisk for hosting and sponsoring this dinner tonight. 

Today, I am honoured to announce the winner of the 2010 Danish-Chinese Business Award.

This is the first year that Danish-Chinese Business Forum presents this award. The award is offered to a Danish or Chinese company which,

· has achieved remarkable and innovative results in their Danish-Chinese business over a period of several years as well as during the past year

· has contributed to networking and co-operation between Danish and Chinese companies

· enjoys a good reputation in both Danish and Chinese business communities

At Danish-Chinese Business Forum we consider this awarding a good opportunity to reward a company, which in many ways is a source of inspiration to other companies. The winner of the award can be considered a role model for other companies doing business with China. This role model is an important part of Danish-Chinese Business Forum’s basic idea. Knowledge sharing including the sharing of best practice is the essence of our executive network. 

The award committee consists of Mr. Klaus Honoré - partner at Deloitte, Mr. Martin Bresson – Head of Division at the Ministry of Economic and Business Affairs, and Mr. Carsten Boyer Thøgersen – Head of Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The three members of the committee are independent of companies, and thus able to make an impartial and objective selection of the winner of the award.

I am happy to say that many of our members are qualified to receiving the 2010 Business Award. Apart from the nominations from our award committee, we have received eight nominations from our member companies. It has been difficult to select only one company to receive the award; however, the committee has come to a conclusion. 

Therefore, on behalf of our award committee, I am proud to announce that Nilfisk-Advance qualifies for this honour. Mr. Dan Stig Jensen, Executive Vice President, please come over to me.

In 2002, Nilfisk-Advance decided to strengthen their activities on the Chinese market. Therefore, Nilfisk-Advance set up a factory in Suzhou in 2004.

In 2006, Shanghai became the hub for Nilfisk–Advance’s sales activities in Asia.

In 2008, a year after Nilfisk-Advance’s acquisition of Viper - a Chinese cleaning equipment manufacturer - the sales organisations of the two companies were integrated. This made the sales to the Chinese market easier and more efficient. 

The merger and acquisition has established a strong foothold for Nilfisk-Advance on the Chinese market.

In 2009, a dealership was acquired in Beijing, increasing the number of cities with direct representation to 12 major cities – more cities will be added. 

In 2009 around 20 percent of Nilfisk-Advance’s total employees were working in China servicing Nilfisk-Advance export markets as well as the growing Chinese market. The number of staff in China is almost 1.000 including 30 people in research and development.

 The R&D facilities in China have been established in order to secure the innovation not only in their Chinese subsidiary but also in their global organisation.

Nilfisk-Advance is an extraordinary example of a successful Danish industrial company, which within only seven years has managed to expand their activities on the Chinese market from 0,1 mill. EURO to approximately 14 mill. EURO in 2009. 

Nilfisk-Advance has contributed to a further strengthening of the Danish-Chinese commercial co-operation and can be considered a role model for many Danish companies with activities in China. 

The company enjoys a good reputation in the Danish and Chinese business communities and has through their membership of Danish-Chinese Business Forum shared their experience and expertise with other members of the Forum.

It is also important for Nilfisk-Advance and their future relations to the Chinese customers, that the company is the supplier of the outdoor cleaning equipment to the Expo 2010 in Shanghai.

On this background, I have the pleasure to congratulate Nilfisk-Advance with the Danish-Chinese Business Award 2010.
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